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| Taiah XI. 13, 14. 
Ephraim bal not envy Judah, and Judah ſhaZ nit fc 

ex Ephraim: But they ſhall fly upon the ſhoulders e 
of the Philiſtines towards rhe Weſt, they [hall ſpoil 
them of the Eaft together ;_They ſball lay their hand 
upon Edom and Moab, and the. Children of Am- 
mon ſhall obey tem. | 


— 
A. 


=\H1S whole Chapter is by moſt Interpreters 
, thought ta have relation to the Times of rhe f 
II and the Words of my Text ſeem more end 
particularly to refer to the calling in of the Jews: tho the 
wo... SR. LearnedPerſon thinks that they were ſthe 
eus.  accomplift'd in the time of HeXekiah Kiug It 
. of Jadab, to which he ſuppoſes they immedi- 
Ately refer ; but that in this and many other Prophe- 
cies of the Old Teſtimenr, beſides the firſt and imme- 
diate latent, there is a more ſublime Meaning, not to . 
be accompliſt'd till the glorious Reſtoration of that 
People under. the. Mefias.,, 
Tr is not fit to detain this Auditory at this time with 
a nice Inquiry into theſe matters; but it is ſufficient tc mul 
our preſent purpoſe to obſerve, that here is a Deſtrip- Jud 
won of a very wiſe and a very happy People, whoF® ] 
pvcrlook'd the Differences and Qutarrels they had a-f**** 
amongſt themſelves ,/ arid joind heatrily againſt their too 
common Enemys; and that the Succeſs is repreſented} 
anſwerable to ſuch wiſe and good Reſolutions ou 
In order to underſtand the. Words we muft take no- hap 
tice, that tho? the ems were all not only of one Na- be f 
tion, but of one Family, owning all the ſame God, e 
and the ſame Law, that of Moſes; yet ſeveral Diffe- or . 
reriess both in Religion and Politicks happen d amorzſcan 
tneM |} 
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them To paſs over the reſt, ten of the Tribes (of- 
yhich Epbruim was one, from whom all the reſt are 
rall'd Ephraim in my Text) ſepar : dom the Service 
ff God at the Temple of Jeruſalem, to which God had 
ommanded them to teſort. This bred great Haired 
End frequent Quarrels betwixt them, to, the great ad- 
antage of their Idolatrous Neighbors and common 
Enemys round about them; which very, likely they fo- 
̃mented and kept up from time to time, leſt the com- 
non Ties of Religion, and Blood, and Intereſt, ſhould 
ite them in a common Defenſge. 
My Text is a 3 of this happy Union, and 
he happy Effects of it: Ephraim ball not envy Judah, 
nore Nd Judah ſhall not vex Ephraim: But they ſpall fly upon 
tho! ebe ſboulders of the Philiſtines toward the Weſt; that is, 
were they ſhall fly upon them as a Lyon or other fierce Crea- 
ures flies upon and ſeizes his "_y : They ſhall ſpoil 
nei: (hem of the Eaſt together, they ſhall lay their hand upon 
phe: — and Moab, and the Children Ammon ſhall obey 
me- Pm. LET | 25 
* I believe that every Body that hears me is ready to 
make the Application of this to our own Times, 
Indeed | made choice of the Wotds for that pur poſe; 
for tho? the Paralel be not in all reſpects exact, yet it 
muſt be ganted that we have in ſome ſort Ephraim and 
Judah among us in this Nation, that hicherto Epbra- 
in has too much envied Judah, and Judah too mucli 
red Ephraim, and that our common Enemies have 
r too long made their advantage of itt. 
My Buſineſs. therefore at this time ſhall be to endea- 
vour to per ſwade both ſides, to make this Nation the 
happy place in which this Prophecy of my Text ſhall 
Ide fulfill'd; That we would all to the utterm oſt of 
od, our power ſecond the glorious Deligns of her Majeſty 
ie. or our Country and Religion, and follow the India 
ongcations of God's Providence, who by ſo many Succeſſt 
m 5 A 2 granted 


1 gt 
granted to us, ſeems to ſhew what great things he de. ; 
tigns for us, it we are not wanting to our ſel ves. of 

In the Proſecution of what ] delign ro ſpeak, I (hall 'F 
Firſt, Take notice of the mutual Duties of EpbraF'© 


im to Judah, and of Fudah to Ephraim; and vw 
then hall ſay ſomething in general to both o * 


them. | 
Secondly, I ſhall take notice of the common Duty: 
ot both to join againſt the Philiſtines, and the 
other Enemics of their Country and Religion. 
Thirdly,l ſhall obſerve, what by the Bleſſing ot God 
may very likely be the effect of ſuch wiſe and 
happy Counſels; that they ſhall ſpoil their Ene- 
mies, and bring them to Obedience; or hoy: 
ever {0 moderate their Power that they need 
not fer the future be afraid of them. 

The firſt Particular to which l am to ſpeak is th 
mutual Dutics of Ephraim to Judah, and of Judah t 
Ephraim; Ephzaim ſhall not envy Judah, and Judah a 
not v Ephraim, : ; 
Fit, Ephraim fhall not envy Judah. By Ephraim 
told you were meant thoſe Tribes that ſparated from tieF 
Worſhip of God at the Temple at Jeruſalem, to wh 
Place only God had commanded the whole Nation toF 
come to offer Sacrifice, The Firſt Duty therefore that 
they owe both to God and their Brethren, in order to 
make up the Breach between them, is to leave off theit 
Separation, to go no more on their Groves or High Pla. 
ces, but ro reſort to the Temple. And indeed there uit 
no. other way bur this intirely to make up the Breach: 
for tho Wiſdom in ſome, and Charity in others, anda 
Senſe of common Danger in mere, may take off a great} K 
deal of the Heat that would other wiſe ariſe; yet con *' 
lidering the Infirmity of human Nature, where ther? 1s 
a different Way of Worlhip, it muſt bz expected that ©, 
chere will be ſome Ulnealinęeſs. ; + "3 
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Tlie beſt Advice thereſore upou all accounts is, that 
pbraim would return, and join with Judah in wor- 
hipping of God together. And O what a bleſſed ſight 
vere it, to ſec the Diviſions of England made up in this 
nanner! This would effectually cure the Heats and 
Anĩmoſities among us, and we ſhould not then be liable 
o be practisd upon by deſigning Men, who ſerve their 
dwn turns by exaſperating both ſides, however the Pub- 
ick may ſuffer by ir. But if this be a Hppineſs too great 
o be intirely expected, yer methinks thote Pertons 
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e and $ nothing uvalawtul in our Communion, and rherefore 


Ene. 
how: 


an Religion too, ſuffer by it: They cannot but know 
that their particular Caſe has occaſion'd very great 
Heats; and if theſe ſhould proceed, and at laſt let in 
the common Enemy upon us, whoever may be in rhe 
fault beſides, they will then hardly be able to excuſe 
themſelves either to the World, or their own Cons 
© ſciences. 15 
I ſhall conclude this Head with this one Obſervat ion; 
That rhe Kinydom of Chriſt is in this reſpect like che 
n. Kingdoms of the World; that it has tome fundamen- 
tal Conſtitutions which all irs Members ate oblig'd to, 
that are or ought to be the ſame in all parts ot the 
Church? But as every Civil State, belides its general 
Tl 43 . 
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Laws, has particular Statutes and Cuſtoms proper to 
particular Places and Bodies of Men, very neceſſary to if 
the good Government of au, K ngdom, ſo it is in the 
Chriſtian Church; belides :huſe fundamental things 
that belong to all, there are tome Duties that are Cif- 
tercat according to Time, and Place, and Perſons, ſuch 
as are che Orders of the particular Church where we 
live, whica are not againſt the general Laws of ChrilF's 
Ki:zdom, Aud ne would be as ill a Subject of this ſpi- 
ritual Ki:.;4ymy who ſhould neglect tha ſe things under 
the pi tence that they are none of the general Lawsof 
it, or come not immediately from its great Lawgiver; 
he wo2.d. be of the State, who ſhould neglect the . 
les and Orders of the Corporation ox Society where 
he liyes, under pretence that they are none of the ge- I 
pcral Laws of England, and are not to be found in 
,, EN 
This therefore is the firſt Duty of Ephraim, to re- 
turn intq Communion with his Brother Judah. But it 
muſt - b2' conteſt, that rho? this is not expreſſy men- 
tion d in my Text, yet it ſuppoſes however, that 
they may be good Friends, and live well together, and 
vin heartily ag Linſt the common Enemy. And why 
may not this be ſo among us, notwithftanding our 
ifference, in Religion? Bur then we are to conſider 
what are the Duties incumbenr,ypon thoſe who diſ. 
Tent from our Church, in order to this end; which 1 
Mall bur juſt hint at, and ſo proceed. They ought 
nor then to ſaew any biiter Zeal againſt the Church, 
Which I rakexo be the meaning of the Word which we 
tranſlate envy in my Text. They ought to carry 
themſelves with Modeſty and Deference roward That 
which is c{ablith*d by Law; rho? they cannot them- 
ſelves comply with it: They ought ro forbcar all 
affronting or opprobrions Words cr Actions; They 
ought as much 28 poſſible not to give any Umbrage of 


| (7) 

pition that they affect the Overthrow of the Re- 
jon eſtabliſh'd by Law among us. In a word, they 
uld avoid every thing that tends to exaſperate, or 


to 
ary to 


* ke the Breach wider; and ſtudy the things that 
, dit Ne tor Peace, as well as thoſe rhings which they. 


Cc Nagine tend to their own private Edificatios, 
uch Ihe next thing to be conſider d is the Duty of Ju- 
te. ve roward Ephraim; Judah ſhall not vex Ephraim. 
l obſerv'd under the former Head of my Diſcour ſe, 
at the firſt Duty of Ephraim ow'd to Julah was to 
med turn to Communion with him in the Worſhip of 
ws of d at the emple: So the firſt Duty that Judas 
york yes to Ephraim is to indeavour to perlwade him to 
— z and if rhis were done with that Atekreſi of Wiſ- 

© zn with which it ought to be done, very likely it 
1655 ight have good Succeſs, or however they might (till 
mi ve peaccably together whether it ſucceeded or not. 

. | By not vezing of Ephraim therefore is not meant, 
fer that we ſhould let thoſe that are in Error go qui. 
Witty on in their Miſtakes without any means of bet= 
en er laformation, or that in order to Peace we ſhould 
Pat ſeſert the Defence of Truth, No, it is the Duty of 
and qu true Sons of the Church, eſpecially of thoſe who 
ave the Honour to miniſter in holy things, to in- 
ea vour to reclaim thoſe that oppoſe themſelves 3 
hey ſhould therefore by the Strengrh and Cogency 
f their Arguments, and by the Seriouſneſs of their 
ives and Converſations, by their Zeal and Diligence 


* n their Paſtoral Office, and by a tender concern for 
* he good of Souls, ſtudy to gain upon th*m. And I 


m perſuaded that the Church has ſo muctr Advan- 
age in the Merits of the Cauſe, that if this were ge- 
erally done, and join'd with that Meekneſs of Wiſdom 


3 hich | mention'd before, it might produce very greaf | 
But ſuppoſing after all, that thoſe who ſeparatt 
J | 25 R | from 
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from our Church will not come in, what is to be done 


in that Caſe? Some perhaps will be apt to ſay they 
ought to be forc'd in; but this I doubr is the Voice © 
thoſe who have more Zeal againſt their Brother Ephra. 


im than they have againſt the Philiſtines. My Text 


ſays, Judah ſpall not vex Ephraim: And certainly if 
Peace be expected or deſir d, neither ſide muſt vex or 
oppreſs the other; It Judah do vex' Epbraim, Ephraim 
will in return envy Judah, and no body but the Phi- 
liſtines is like to gain by that. The common Cauſe can 
never be well carry d on if both ſides won't agree to 
deal friendly and kindly by one another: As on the one 
ſide there ought to be no juſt Provocation, ſo on the 
other there onght to be no unjuſt Suſpicions,or ground- 
leſs Jealouſies, or unreaſonable Fears, or ſo much az 
any Attempts towards Perſecution.” But the Duties of 
both ſides will better appear by what I propos d in the 
ſecond Place to ſpeak to both in general. 8 
The firſt Thing then that | would propoſe to theit 
Conſiderations is this; That Humanity, Mildneſs, and 
Chatity are every where repreſented in Scripture as the 
great Duties of the Chriſt ian Religion, and moſt a- 
greeable to the Example our Saviour hath ſet us. It 
was a Cuſtom among the great Men of the Jews to di- 
ſtinguiſh' their ſeveral Followers by fome peculiar Say- 
ings or Cuſtoms, and accordingly our Saviour gave his 
Diſciples ſomething that ſhould diſtinguiſh them from 
all the reſt of the World: By this, ſays he, ſhalt all Men 
Eno that ye are ny Diſciples, if ye have love one for another. 
He did not chuſe to diſtinguiſh his Diſciples by iger 
of Faſting and Mortificarion, for tho that in its pro- 
per time be very good, yet it may be, and is ſometimes 
the Effect of Superſtition, as well as of true Religion 
Neither did he chuſe to diſtingniſh them by a fierce 
Zea for the Honour of their Maſter, becauſe Pride, 
and:Faftion, and Ill- nature might ſometimes prompt 
them to that, as well as a Concexn for his _ 
N 3 ͤ ᷣͤ aki © 4 C Ut 
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t he choſe the Kind, the Gentile, the Meek Spirit to 
the Chatacter of his Diſciples, When they out of 
eal for his Honor would have call'd for Fire from 
eaven toconſumethe Samaritans who would not receive 
im, he rebuk'd them and ſaid, Ye know not what Spirit 
are f. You are now under a new Inſtitution, 
which allows of no ſuch fierce and cruel Proceedings. 
[came not to take away Mens Lives, but to ſave 
them by laying down my own. My Goſyel is a Goſ- 
pel of Peace, and to be propagated by the gentle ways 
of Peace and Love; if Men will nor receive it, the 
preateſt harm is like to be to themſelves, and you 
have more reaſon to pitty, than to be angry with 
them. When our Saviour calls our to all that are 
cavy laden to come unto him and leam of him; the 
rear Leſſon he propoſes is Meekneſs : Learp of 1, ſays 
ic, for I am meek. And certainly never any Mun fer 
ich an Example of Love and Mccknefs as lic did; He 
me iuto the World upon an Errand of the greateſt 
ove, to fave Sinners; and while he was here, how 
eekly did heeadure the Coniradiction of thoſe Sinners 


hom he came to fave? And when Feruſalem would 


ot receive him, he only pities it, and weeps over it, 
viag, O that thou hadſt known in this thy day the things 
at belong to thy Peace! Indeed his whole Life and Death 
vere almoſt nothing elſe but a continu'd Example of 
z20dneſs and Meekneſe. 5 

2/ly, To deal mildly and gently with thoſe who diſ- 
ent from us, isreally rhe beſt and moſt likely method 
bring them over ro the Troty, It is certain, chat 
rejudice is the great Cauſe of moſt of the Ecrrors that 


rein the World; and the greateſt part of People ate 


Friſtaken, becauſe they will not give Truth a fait Hear- 


ng. Now both Reaſon an Experience ſhe w us, that no- 
hing is ſa apt to gain upon a Man, and take off his 
rejudiee, as good Words and fait Dealing. And if — 
bx; TERY . 3 would 
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advantage, the Man is rhea pliable, and will hear ken 


all the Men in the World the moſt unapt to be con- 


Soft Wor is may perhaps work upon the proudeſt and 
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would perſwade a Maa to any thing, the ready way to 
do it is firſt roger his Love and good Opinion; we may 
then propoſe the Arguments for Truth ac a very great 


to Reaſon; and perhaps will be glad if he can ſo far 
oblige us as to be of our Opinion. Whereas if we deal 
roughly, and give hard Words, he preſently looks up- 
on us as his Enemies, and throws away all we can ſay 
without Conſidering, and all the Effect is, that he hates 
us the more, and the Truth for our ſakes. | 

| Indeed this fierce and rude Way of treating thoſe 
that arc in Error, is not fit to be uſed toward any 
fort of People whatever; for if they be really con 
ſcientious, ir is inhumane and barbarous to treat them 
ſo; bur if they arc Proud, and Factious, they are of 


vinced by it. | 
A ſoft tongue, as Solomon tells us, breaketh the Bone, 


hardeſt Heart, but if two hard things meer together, 
they may by their Colliſion ſtrike Fire, break or wear 
out one another; but neither of them is like to be 
much Mollified. 
Thirdly, Natutal Equity requires this fair and mild 
Dealing, becauſe we all expect it from thoſe who Diſ- 
tent from us; There is none of what Party ſoever but 
takes it very Ill, and thinks he has hard Meaſure, to be 
abuſed, and cenſured, to have his Actions miſ-repeſen- 
ted, and his Perſon cxpoſed, becauſe he cannot think 
the {ame things that Other Peop e do. | 
Waen Go conmand:d the 1ſ-aelites to be kind to 
Srangers, the Argument he uſes ro perſwade them, 15 
That they 01c1)d remember that themſelves were once 
Strangers in the [ant of Egypt; That it was once their 
own Caſe, and pechaps might be fo again. The Au- 
ther to the erer, ess, That we ſhould 2 
5 ä thole 
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vay topſc chat ſuffer adverſity as being our ſelues alſo in the body; 
c mayWar we are yet on this ſide the Grave, aud catry a Body 
greatſput vs ſubject to as many ies as any of our Neigh- 
arkenſſrs; and that what thcy iuttcr ro Day, map, for all. 
o far Kno, all pon us to Morrow. Our Nzrurcs are 
e deal Yiable to Errors as to any other Misfortunes, and the 
up · It Men are liable toſucli as may ſufficently Expoſe them 
in lay the Cenſure ot the World; and therefore, when we 


hates 


thoſ: 
| any 


uncharitably judge and condemn our Neighbours for 
h things we do only pronounce a hard Sentancc againſt 
t ſe;ves, who have perhaps as great, or greater Errors 
an thoſe we ſo ſeverely Cenſure in them. And tho 
co chance they are ſuch as the World has not yet taken 
them ich Notice of, ſo that they do rot Engage us againſt 
re of (fy Party, or bring us Diſturbance; yer this is acciden- 
con-, the Humour of the World may alter, they may 
as great a Value upon thoſe things, as they have 
Bone. pon ſome others of asſmall Concern, and then it muſt 
and Þ our Turn to lie without Pity Expoſed to all thoſe 
her, rd things we pronounced againſt our Neighbours. 
VET his is no ſuch unuſual Thing in the World bur that 
o be e may judge it very poſſible to come to paſs; but how- 
er this be, it is cet iain rhar all Parties Expect a Can- 
nild Id and Mild Treatment from the reſt. and therefore, 
Dif- ording to our Saviour's Rule, of doing as we would be 
eunto, ſhould all offord ir ro each other. i 
Fourthly, The Laſt Conſideration 1 would Propoſe, is the 
ords of the Apoſtle, Fam. iii. 14, 15, 16. But if you have bitter 
ying, or Zeal, and Strife in your Fearts, glory not and Ive not 
aint the truth, This Wiſd:m deſcendeth un from above, but is 
rthly, Senſual, Deviliſh, For where Fnvy and Sirife is, there ig 
nfuſton, and every evil Work, A great Part of the World have 
Fen ſo long engaged in Heats and Diſputes, that they have 
ate forgot the Nature of our Holy Religion, which was never 
ftgned by God to yield Matter for Quarrel, but to make Peo- 
e more Holy, Charitable and Beneficial to the World; It has 
en too common a Miſtake for Men to think they have done 
ough in Religion if they have been Zealous for the Party |they 
ekon Orthodox, and to glory as if they had done God go 


EF, | 
Service, when perhaps they have all the while been only grat 
fying their own Pride and Paſſions, ſo that inftead of the Holy 
Pure, and Peaceable Religion which Our Dear Lord left u 

| = chief Things promoted, are Animoſities, Fewds, and Fs 

ions. | 

It is a Melancholy Thing to conſider how much this has hee! 
the Caſe of our own Church and Nation for above theſe Hun 
red Years; and more melancholy to Conſider that we do not 
yet ſeem inclined to grow Wiſer. Ne ſooner was the Church 
Reform'd but the Enc my ſowed theſe Tares in the Field, whic! 
have hindred the Growth of the good Seed ever ſince: So that 
initead ot joyning heartily together to promote True Piety, ant 
the Divine Life, and the Intereft of the Reformation, a great 
part of our Zeal has been taken up in Heats among our ſelves, 
This has cauſed a great Relaxation of Piſciplige, and Corrup- 
tion of Manners; has hardened thoſe among us who adher:d 
ſtiil to the Church of Rome, and made our Retormation odious; 
It has raiſ=4 Hatred and Animoſities, Schiſm and Hereſies in the 
Church; and Dilcontent, and Faction, and Diviſion in the State. 
This brought us at laſt into a Civil War, and then Cf fro', ant 
every Evil York muſt of Courſe quickly follow. When God was 
pleaſed to put an End to theſe Diſtractions by the Reſtoracion 
of the Royal Family and the Church, it was not long before this 
bitter Spirit ſpoiled moſt af the good Effects we might jultly have 
hoped from it. Inſtead of Uniting together and healing our 
Breaches, all Parties Retaine4 very much of their ancivat Ani. 
moſities. What our Diviſions have done ſince, and do ſtill, | 
need not repeat, we all ſufficiently Know. What they may ſtil 
do, God» only Knows; but IL am ſure we have a great deal of 

Reaſon to fear. The Apottle tells us, That if we bite and devour 
one another, we ſhall be devoured one ef another; Or, which is like 
to be bad, we ſhall both be devonred by the Common Enemy; 
for while we are quparreling among onr ſelves, they arc at work, 
very buuly at work againſt us. 1 am ſometimes almoſt amazed 
when I conhderall th: Detigns and Contrivances they have, and 
the great Zeal and Diligence whcrewith they carry them on; 
and cannot but Wotder that we are not before this Deſtroyed ; 
but Gud hs been bitter to us than we have been to our ſelves; 
who, I hope, will ii! protect us againſt all their Deſigns; Bur 
in plain Truth, it is but a {inall Sign God intenus a Favour for a 
People when he ſuffels them to bs to far Infatuated as to fall out 
among themſelves, when there is 2 Common Enemy ready to 

break in upon them ae Deſtroy them altogether. What He 

will do with us He only, knows, but if He 1hall think fit to let 

our Divitio:3s bring, us under tu Rod together, 1 hops that 124? 
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laſt will take down our Spirits, and when we myſt go to theſame 
riſ6n or the ſame Stake together, then we ſhall be Brethren again. 
This brings me to the Second Particular, to which I propoſed to 
deak, which was to ſhew how much it is the Duty and Intereſt of 
oth Sides to joyn heartily againſt the Common Enemy. 
We are now engaged ina War, not lightly entered into to gra · 
ify the Ambition of our Prince; but undertaken, after the ſolemn 
deliberation of the Great Council of the Nation, as neceſiary for 
he Preſervation of our Liberty, our Country, our Religion, and 
l that is dear to us in the World. The Power and Ambition of 
he French King have long been a Terrour to all his Neighbours, 
nd more eſpecially fo ſince his ſeizing of the SHA] Mo.:archy 
his has convinc'd moſt of the Princes of Europe, that either they 
nuſt endeavour by Arms to reduce this Power, or elſe ſubmit to 
e Slaves to it; And 0 far our. Caſe is common with the reft of 
ur Neighbours, and of thofe who are of the ſame Religion with 
him; Their Liberties are in danger as wellas Ours ; But Popery 
$ 2 terrible Aggravation of Slavery to a Proteſtant Country; The 
ery Word Slavery muſt be odious to Exgliſg Men who live under 
o mild and good a Government; But Foreign Slavery, and trench 
Slavery, and P:piſh Slavery, carry ſo much Horrour with them, 
hat no Words can aggravate or ſufficiently expreſs it; &nd there- 
ore] ſhall not attempt to do it, but would only appeal to the in- 
ard Senſe of Men, to their ſecret Hopes and Fears which never 
latter; And J am confideut that I may in this Caſe appeal to the 
onſciences of all that hear me. We Kope to {ee many good Days, 
o enjoy our Friends and Relations, and what God has g:ven us 
in, Quiet and Security; to have publick Peace and the Liberty to 
ſerve God in Purity according to our Conſciencesz But which oi 
theſe things do we expect to have if our Enemies ſhould ger the 
better ? Are not the Thoughts of that, tho' bleſſed be God very 
unlikely to come to paſs, yet ſtill a ſecret Damp to all our Hopes? 
Is not all the Happineis we promiſe our ſelves in this W exld fil 
with chis Except ion, if it pleale God to preſerve our Government, 
and keep ys trom thoſe Miſeries which a Change mutt bring upon us? 
For indeed what can be the Effect of it but Slavery to our felves 
and the reft of Europe, joyned with ſo many Calamities as a Bi- 
gotted Prince muft bring upon a Nation of a different Religions as 
many as I'opery always brings where it has lower over Proteſtants. 
For that Religion is irreconcileable to all others, and muſt and will 
perſecute whenever it has a good Opportunity: Iericcution of He- 
reticks is as much à Law of their Church as any they*have among 
them, and a Law that has been much put in Execution; And it ever. 
it has been for any time ſuſpended, it has been ꝓlainly wiicre they 
could not help ic. But that is the trvE Genius and $p rit ot their 
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Religion, and more · eſpecially now, ſince our Great Enemy of Fr, 
has ramed, an! ſo far carried on the Dehgn of rooting out 
Northern Hereſie, as they are pleas'd to call our Relig on. Heh 
indeed pretty effectually done it in his own Country, oy forcing 
leaſt 200500 Souls to leave their Native Land, and all they 
to ſeek their Bread in ſtrange Countries where they could ge: 
Infinite numbers of Families more have been undone by all the ve 
atious Ways of Oppreſſion, and ſo prevailed upon at laſt to ( 
ſembie their Religion, and wound the r Conſciences to fave th: 
ſelves. And yet this is the Man that ſome Engliſhmen, and » 
call themſelves Proteſtants oo, would have had, and I doubt f 
deſire to have, for the Del verer of England, and the Preſerver 
our Church; This is ſo monſtrous a thing, that I do hope, and 
lieve that the number is not great of thoſe who expreſly defire t 
And I would fain hope, that tor the fature, all Engliſhmen will! 
io wife as not to be Heated by theſe Men, and, carried int o ſuc 
Meaſures as muſt bring the Matter about whether they. themſely: 
deſire it or not. Can we expect that if that Prince ſtould preva 
he will ule us better than he has his own Fubjetts? There is ce 
tainly one thing in which our Condition is like to be much worſe 
they, when they were forced to leave their Own Country, yet ha 
this Comfort, and a Comfort it was, that there were other Prot 
ftant Countries which could, and did receive them. But whe 
mall we fly - Or who can, or will dare to receive us? The ſam 
Calamity that falls upon Us, muſt very probably, at the ſame time 
— Joon after, fall upon all Countries that profeſs the Reform! 

E 1g1QN. ; En 
But this 1s a Conſideration too melancholy for a Da 
of Thankſgiving ; let us therefore make this Uſe of | 
to bleſs and praiſe God the more for the great Succeſſaſ in 
He hath given us, and for the Hopes we have thereby 
that theſe things ſhall never come „pon us; And let if an 
fl our Hearts with a ſenſe of Gratitude to our Glorim 25 
aus Queen, who has ſhewed ſo much Zeal in the Progy ,. 
ſecution of this War ſo neceſſary to the Safety of He 5 


Subjects, and who has been bleſſed by God with ſo muciſ m 


Ly 


. This brings me to the Third and Laſt Particular 
which is to conſider, what very probably, by the Bleſ 
ſing of God, may be the Effect of a happy Union among 00 
our ſelves, and of our hearty joint Endeavoncs again 


aud Judah being thus; join'd, ſhall fly upon their 1 m. 


9 en 
of Fr mics and ſpoil them, and bring them to Obedience. A: 
S . for our ſelves, we have not entered into this War o 
orcing inlarge our own Dominions, or to poſle!s our ſelves 
they Mof what belongs to our Neighbours ; but caly to fee 
2 that Juſtice and Right be done, and that our ſelves and 
to others may not be at the Mercy of a Prince who has 
ve thee kitherto put no other Bonnds to his Ambition, but to 
and i ſeize upon all he can get, whether. Right or Wrong; 
oubt And therefore we have this to intitle us to the Bleſſing 
_— W and Aſſiſtance of God, that we have a juſt Cauſe ; which 
leſire i is ſufficient to encourage us to go on with Reſolution: 
n will of But after all, it is fic for us both to think and fpeak mo- 
to 'vll deſtly about the Event; for that is ſtilk in the Hand 
—— of God, and He may, either to puniſh us for our Stas, 
e ij cal or to anſwer other wiſe Ends of his Providence, ſuffer 
1 worſe an unjuft Adverſary to prevail againſt us; we ſhould | 
yet half therefore con: inue our Prayers tr God, and live in an 
: — humble Dependance upon him, and endeavour to do & e- 
ne fan Ty thing t hat may engage him to be of our fide. 
ie time] But if we may judge of the future Favours of God, by 
form the Bleſſings He has already beſtow:d upon us, we 
- Dal bare cernainly very good Gfourds to hope the beſt. 
of Tis is now the Third time that we have had the Ho- 
9 þ nour and Happineſs to atterd our Gloricu Queen 
als in this Place to return our Thanks and Pratie to God 
mY for the ViAtories that He his g ven to our Arms; ad 
Slot and in the mean time, tho* we ha e had renſon engugh 
* Pro to humble our ſ-Ives before Him for our Sins, yet We 
© He have had none todo it ſor our il] Snccefles. When we 
mucil met here the laſt Year, it was to celebrate One of the 
moſt Signal Victories that this, or al moſt any Age tas 
ſeen; That which we are to Praiſe Go for at Preſent, 
has not indeed ſo much of the dreadtn! Parade of Blood 
and Slaughter, but ſeems to be the Effect of as Wiſe 
Counſel, and as much Bravery :s the other; We for- 
ced our Enemies from their ſtrong Holds which they 
thought impregnable; we routed one part of their Ar- 
my, and made the other iy before us; they have been 
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forced to ſeek out Places of Refuge ever ſince, which 7 
ry probably would not have Protected them ſo long, b 
for ſome fatal Miſtakes which do tov oſten attend th 
belt formed Confederacies. 
There are many other things might be inſiſted on: 
good Grounds for hope of Succeſs in this War, ſich: 
the heartineſs of the Body of ö br People in the Cauſe 
the Greatneſs and Bravery of our Fleets and Armies 
the number of our Allies, and the like; but I wou 
have a care of the Sin of David in numbring the Peopl: 
and not to inlarge upon theſe things which may be it 
terpreted rather as Arguments for Humane Conſidence 
than for our Dependance upon God. en 
Let therefore God have: the Glory of whatever m 
are, or have; let us praiſe him for our Armies, and fot 
the Succeſs they have had; But eſpecially let us praiſ 
Him that He has been pleas'd to give us a Gracioy 
Queen, in whom concur all the happyPreſages of Succe! 
mention d in my Text, Who Loves Jadab, and is: 
gainſt vezing Ephraim, and is Zealous and Hearty ; 
gainſt the Philiſtines; She cannot indeed, by reaſon « 
Her Sex, go Abroad and Head our Armies, and Figh 
our Battles for us, but bleſſed be God ſhe-does not nee 
itz She has had the Wiſdom and happineſs to make 
Choice of a General who fully Supplies that De fect; 
General who is an Honour and Glory to our Nation 
as well as a Bleſſing; The Honour and the Ornament 
are indecd Ours, but the Bleſſing reaches to all Coun 
tries that have no mind to be Slaves to a French Power, 
I have now done with that to which I at firſt propo- 
ſed to ſpea's, but cannot conclude, without once more 
exhorting, That we would have a Care thagwe do not 
by our unſeaſonable Diviſions,” lole the good Effects of 
Al. God's Mercies to us; Let us remember that the Phy 
lit ines are equaly Enemies both to Ephraim and Zadab:; 
and equaly deſire and endeavour the Dęſtruction of both, 
and if we ſuffer Them to Prevail, and to Ruin dur Cor 
y, whatever Party we take muſt be Ruin'd with is: 
r | 


